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eared for in the National and State
¥omes for the year ending June 30,
1608, was 55,095, a gain over the pre-
vious year of 966.

I found that the ::1? Mh(l:olng:eﬁlilr!g

roved May 28, 1908, which re
Fha.t the pension of members of State
Solidars’ Homes shall be paid directly
to the pensioner, has been complied
with by the authorities of these Homes;
but it is generally condemned as being
of no benefit to the members and an
embarrassment to the management. It
has necessitated changes in the rules
apd regulations of nearly all of the
State Flomes, as the disbursement of
pension money to members was for-
merly to a large extent controlled by
the Home authorities, partly for dis-
ciplinary purposes and partly for the
protection of members who are in-
capacitated by infirmities and therefore
reguire assistance and supervision in
the ecare of thelr pension. In some
instances unfortunates who could be
kept in the Home as long as the dis-
bursement of their pension was under
control now have to be set adrift be-
cause of dissolute habits and conse-
quent Interference with the comforts
of others,

I &also find that under the provisions
of the nct approved Feb. 26, 1881, as
amended Ly act approved@pug. 7, 1882,
the Treasurers of the several branches
of the Home have received from the
Pension Agents during the vear pen-
slon money belonging to the members
to the amount of $4,269,688.12. Of this
sum  $3,178,926.12 has been pald to
rombers, and $1,022,502.87 sent, al
t.e request of the members, to their
familles and dependent relatives. I find
by the report of the President of the
Board, under the authority conferred
upon him by the law, that for the year
ending June 30, 1808, the amount ap-
propriated and spent in the National
and State Homes for support, main-
tenance, etc.,, was the sum of §1,187.-
361.

I find that the land upon which the
Niutional Soldiers’ Homes are erected
amounts to §26,936 acres, valued at
$450,474.85, and Dbulléings erected
thercon $10,513,648.42; total, $10,907,-
123.07.

I did not have the tims to investi-
gate a8 to the cast of the State Sol-
diers’ Homes, I find that the average
expenditure for the year ending June
30, 1508, per capita, was the sum of
$832.63.

This is a summary of the amount of
money that has been expended In erect-
ing the National and Stute Soldlers’
Homes for the care of our wards, and
the amount which it costs each year to
support and maintain them, In addi-
tion to this, each and every comrade
in the Home receives the pension al-
lowed to them by statute.

1 did not have an opportanity to visit
but one Home where the comrades are
admitted with thelr wives, and that
was one of the two Homea in New Jer-
gey: namely, the Soldiers’ Home ot
Vineland. I was much pleased with
the management and conduct of affairs
in this Home. The comrades seem much
beiter satisfied than in Homes where
their wives are not admitted, and 1
only wish that there could be more
Homes of this kind. The Soidiers'
Home at Vineland is a model In all re-
spects, even tho it is expensive to main-
tain. The ladies of the Weman's Relief
Corps are maintalning several Homes
of this kind, one in Pennsylvania, to
which my attention was called, where
comrades with their wives are admit-
ted, and there is more coatentment in
these Homes among the comrades thisn
among those in the Homes where the
wives are not admitted.

The Pacific Branch.

I received snonymous communicas
tions In regurd (o the Home in Califor-
nin, and I read an article published in
ong of the papers, written by an inmute
of that Home, without a signature, and
am surprised that newspapers should
publish such articles derogatory of the
character and conduct of officials with-
oyt stating their source of information.

I visited the California Home in com-
pany with the oifficers of the De -
ment of Calffornia, aand investigated it
very carefuily, and addressed the two
Posts loeated there and also the in-
metes of the Home., I siated to them
that the Government made ample pro-
visions for their comfort, care and
maintenance, and that if the officials
did not do their duty they shounld
promptly eall the attention of the In-
spectors or other proper authorities to
the fact, and not write anonymous let-
ters tending to bring disgrace and dis-
credit upon the Institution. I found in
this Home that all the officials were
Grand Army men, and in addition to
their penszlons were receiving compen-
sation for such labor as they could per-
form; that the Surgeons and =some of
the nurses and cooks were not Grand
Army men, for the reason that Grand
Army men in the Eome would not or
could not perform the duties required
of them.

Before leaving thiz subject, T desire
to call your attention to the letter of
the President of the Board to the
last printed report of Managers of the
National Home for Disabled Volunteer
Soldiers, on page 7 of sald report, and
also the report of the Inspector-Gen-
eral and Chief Surgeon, on page 65, re-
lating to the results obtained among
our aged comrades from the adoption of
modern methods In the treatment of
pulmonary tuberculogis. Nearly one-
third of the members are treated in
the hospitals during the year, and 83
per cent recelve treatment either at
sick calls or In the hospitals

Transportation,

On the 17th of November, 1808, 1
indited a three-page typewritten letter
in tha form of an appeal, petition, ap-
plication and prayer, by the Grand
Army of the Republic to the railroed
assnciations, asking for a rate of one
cent per mile to and from Balt Lake
City. Thisx petition wus couched In
couricous [anguage &nd mailed to sl
of the rmilroad associations, the re-
onipt of which was acknowledged by
the same 10 me,

On the Tth of December, 1908, I vis-
fted several of these passenger nssocla-
tions in the eity of Chlcago, all of
whom received me most courtcously,
and I was informed by them that the
rate would have to be flxed by the
tranecontinental lines which run into
the city of Balt Lake, these lines belng
the Unloen Paclfic, Denver & Ttio Grande
and one or two others, and that they
would gladly give such rate as would
be fixed by the transcontinental lines,
I immediately communicated with these
lines, and afterwards at Salt Lake Clty
received motice that the first-named
passenger assoclations refused to give
a better rate than $43 for the round
trip from Chicago. I called upon these
associations again, and was informed
that they would give such rates as the
transcontinental lines would agree up-
on. I then ealled upon the Citizens'
Committee of Salt Lake City to make
&n ofTort and scs what couid bs done In
selation to rates, =nd 343 for the round
irip from Chicago was the best rate
that they could abtr

I then brought other Influences 1o
bear upon the Western Passenger As-
sociation, and §u the month of Jan-
uary, 1509, rec:ived notice from the
Presgident of the Association that It
would hold a meeting in Chicago on
the 21st of January, inviting me to be
present with the Executive Committee
af the Councll of Administration, To

ve expense I went slone, determined
to have the quesilon pettled that day.
After a long argument, and answering
mony questions propounded by the dif-
ferent passenger ilnes conneected with
the Western Association, I sald to them
that 1 had the resolution of the 42d
National Encampment In my pocket
which empowersd the Commander-in-
Chief, with the Council of Administra-
tion, if they could not get a reasonahle
rate to Salt Lake City, to change the
place of holding the Encampment, or
1o postpone the Encampment or to eall
& delegate Encampment. 1 stated to

~in that at Salt Lake City, in the

montl, of December, 1908, the Council
of Afministration voted to leave the
whole matter in my hands; that I did
not propose to change the place
holding the Encampment, because the
42d National Encampment had voted to
hold it in Salt Lauke City; that I did
not propose to postpone the Encamp-
ment, because that would only be pro-
longing my term of office; but that I
had made up my mind absolutely that
unless a reasonable rate could be ob-
tained I would call & delegate Encamp-
ment, and that I meant to do it and
that right speedily. The result was
that one or two lines gave notice of in-
dependent action. This brought the
Western Association together, and they
agreed upon a rate of one fare for the
round trip from Chicago and St. Louis
to Salt Lake City and return. I in-
sisted upon a ticket good for 30 days,
upon diverse lines, with reasonable
stop-overs upon the return trip at dif-
ferent points within the Western Pas-
senger Association territory, and no
charge for validation of tickets, which
was granted. I Immediately communi-
cated with the Eastern Passenger As-
sociation, and was inform=d by them
that the matter would be taken up
specdily, and we would recelve a rate
that would be satisfactory. 1 then
called the Encampment for Salt Lake
Cilty.

Second and Third Appeals.

Afterwards I reecived mnotice from
the Central Passenger Association that
they had fixed a rate of one and one-
half fare thru their territory to Chi-
cago for the round trip, and after-
wards recelved notice from the Eastern
Passenger Association, the Trunk Lines
and others that they had fixed the
same rate. 1 applied to them for a
better rate, but without avail.

Knowing that the Hastern Passenger
Association, the Trunk Lines and oth-
ers passed thru the territory of the
Central Passenger Association, T ap-
plied again to the Central Passenger
Association to have them reéconsider., T
made a gsecond and third appeal to hnve
the cagse reconsidered, stating that 1
could not expect the Trunk Lincs and
other associations passing thru their
territory to fix a lower rate than the
Central Passenger Association.

Under date of March 8, 1903, Mr. F.
C. Donald, the Commissioner of the
Central FPassenger Assoclation, wrote
me as follows:

“Acknowledging your further com-
munieation of the 6th instant, relative
to a renewal with the membership of
the Central Passenger Association of
the gquestion of rate concession for
vour approaching Annual Encampment,
vour several letters on the subject will
be presented unabridged to a mueting
of the Association convening on the
10th instant, following which we will
promptly advise vou of the result”

The answer I received under date of
March 16, Mr. Donald says:

“Y am indeed sorry to disappoint ymL
Altho the suliject so earnestly and in-
fluentially set forth by vour letters wis
given exhaustive consideration by 1.e
rocent meeting of the membersiip
the Central IPassenger Assoclation
was thefr final and unanimons con
sion that they might not consisten..,
me«st your gxpectations; hence the ten-
der of fare and one-half In the terri-
tory of the Central Passenger Associn-
tion to their Western gatewny:s, plus
the reductions tendered by Western
connections, was reaffirmed. I earnestly
and fervontly hope that your comrades
may be reconciled to the reduction as
8 whaole, and by thelr prescnce at Salt
Lake attest their appreciation of your
conseclentious and untiring efforts on
their behnlf.*

I again made another application to
the several Eastern Passenger Assoecia-
tions, but without avall. I was led to
belleve, however, that they mighat give
us & better rate if & better rate could be
had from the Central Passenge: Asso-
olation.

1 indited another strong and urgent
letter to Mr. Donald, of the Central
Passenger Assoctation, under date of
April 25, from Salt Lake City, agaln
asking him to reconsider the matter,
stating that the Trunk Lines and other
associations would undonbtedly zive us
2 better rate if the Central Association,
thru whose teéerritory they must pass,
and who seemed to Lold the key to the
sitvation, would make a further reduc-
tion. This letter was accompanled by
several appeals to me from the Eastern
Departments, stating that if a rate of
one fare prevalled the Departments
would turn out strong, otherwise the
attendanece would be small
To this letter, under date of April
29, T recelved the following ans'wver:

“Your favor of the 25th Instant, with
Inclosures referred to, is recelved. While
T apprehend that a renewnl of your ap-
plication will not result in the further
concessions for which you so earnestly
plead, I will be pleased to submit vour
letter, with nccompanying papers, to
the next mesting of the Association,
convening on the 12th prox., and In
promptly advising you, with return of
your inclosures.”

Under date of May 15 I recelved &
letter from Mr. Donald declining to re-
open the matter,

The transcontinental lines, operating
between the Pacifie Coast and Salt Lake
City, promptly granted me a rate of
one fare for the round trip. Thus you
will observe that all roads west of
Chicago have given us a rate of one
fare for the round trip and all east of
Chicago have stubbornly resisted and
refused to do better than glve us a rate
of one and ope-half fure to Chlcago
and St. Louls, Thix i3 not as good a
rite azx these Associations are giving
to Summer tourists for the Yukon.
Seattle Exposition, but we cannot avall
ourselves of the Summer tourist rate
uniess we purchase tickets thru to
Seattle,

You will abserve, comrades, that T
have labored earnestly and zealously
with the great rajflroad corporations In
the Interests of the Grand Army of the
Republic for a reasonnble rate to and
from our Eneampment, for the men
who from ‘81 to '65 bore the brunt of
battle and saved the Union—one and in-
divisibie—and that the great raflroad
corporations which girdle It with thelir
tracks have no feeling of patriotism
and make no conecesions to the com-
ratdles of the Grand Army of the Re-
publie.

Salt Lake Clty.

Before vigiting Salt Lake Clty I a
peinted a sub-committee of the Execu-
tive Committes, of four comrades, re-
siding west of Chicago, in order to save
expense, but before starting I received
an {nvitntion from the Commercial
Club of Salt Lake City, Inviting me,
with my stafl, to wiait them, accompa-
nied with o check to pay the expenses
of the trip, the amount of which paid
all the expenses of the trip except a few
dollars.

Legaey.

On Sept, 11, 1508, I reorived a letter
from Comrad= Leo RasMeur, stating
thut a comrade of the Grand Army of
the Republic, one Henry Bergerer, of
St. Louis, Mo, formerly of Rockwood,
M., had died, leuving a last will and

testament, dated July 30, 1908, In
which, among other things, he be-
quetthed to the Grand Army of the

Republic the sum of $8,000, and that
this will had been offered for probate.
Two other papers, dated respectively
Aug, 30, 1801, and June 14, 1508, also
purporting to be last wills of Henry
Bergerer, were filed at the same time
in the Probate Court of 8t. Louls City.
Realizing fully that thizs matter should
receive immediate attention, and not
having time to call the Executive Com-
mittee of the Council of Administra-
tion together, and Comrade Rassleur
having submitted the names of eminent
counsel in 8t. Louls for my considera-
tion, I immediately communicated with
Comrade Rassieur, retaining him Lo rep-
resent the Grand Army of the Republie,
and to keep me fully advised. This
will was drawn in"a very inartistlc man-
l.:r and crude form apd reads as fol-
LEH

“St. Louis, Mo., July 30, 1008,
“I, Henry Berger, formaly of
Rockwood, JIL, now of the city of St.
Louls, Mo., this to be my laast will first
that all my just debts shall be paid ir
any second I give to the Grand Army
of Republic eight thousand (§8,000)
third, three thousand (3$3,000) to the
Cleveland Orphan Asyvium, the fourth;
two thousand ($2,000) to the Jewish
Consumptive Hospital of Denver, Colo.
bth. 1 appoint Jefferson M. Wall my
exegetor without bond. I leave my
nurse one hundred ($100) Marlon S.
Sples, If anything give it to the St
Louls Jewish Home.
“Henry Ber
“Henry Bergerer."

“Witness, Hurd Gilbreath, Mildred
Frankel."

Upon a full hearing of the witnesses
to the last will the paper making the
bequest to the Grand Army of the Re-
public was admitted to probate in com-
mon form, and the other papers were
rejected by the Probate Court.

One of the legatees in the paper
dated June 18, 1908, thereupon hrought
a will contest in the Circuit Court of
Bt. Louis City, and the Grand Army ot
the Republic was made a party de-
fendant, The Department of Missourl,
G. A. R., which is duly incorporated in
the State of Missouri, was served with
summons upon the allegation that It
was a corporation under the name
“Grand Army of the Republic.” Com-
rade Rassicur, having been employed
by me to represent the Grand Army of
the Republic, appeared as our attor-
ney and counsel in the Probate Court.
As soon as the Department of Missouri,
Grand Army of the Republic, was
served with summons as a defendant
in the will contest, under the name
“Grand Army of the Republic,” it re-
quested Comrade Rassicur to file an
answer for the Department, which was
done. These facts were brought to my
attention by Comrade Rasssur, and
submitted by me to the Executive Com-
mittee of the Conncil of Adwinistra-
tion, and thereupon it was resoived hy
the Executive Committee and the De-
partment officers of the Department of
Misscur] that the will contest should
be conducted by Comrade Rassieur and
his tirm, in the name of elther organ-
ization, and after success was achieved
the differences between the National
organization and the Departinent
should be settled In an amicable man-
ner.

The ecase was set for trial for Feb,
24, 17209, but was postponed by reason
of the fact that a brother and sister of
the testator, under the will of Aug. 30,
1801, had not heen made parties. Be-
fore filing an amended petition to bring
these two parties into court the plain-
1iffs took depositions to make clear the
situation with reference to the Grand
Army of the Republic, and indicated
that they woumld make both organiza-
tions acfendants, the Department of
Migworyi, Grand Army of the Republic,
1 cor, ation, as well as the National
STiee aent of the Grand Army of the
10 plbae, 8 voluntary unincorporated

wwoclation, impleading as representa-

ves of the National organization the
ndividual members of the Esccutlve
Cummittee,

The estate consists of about $15.000
cash assets. The first will undertnkes
to give the same substantinlly to Lip-
man and Sarah Rosenberger, brother
and =ister above referred to. The sec-
ond will makes a bequest of $5,000 to
the Jewish Orphan Asylum, of Cleve-
land, O., and balance to the Jewish
Hospital, of St. Louis, Mo,, and by the
lnst will he gives the Grand Army of
the Republic $5,000, the Cleveland Or-
phan Asylum $3,000, the Jewlsh Con-
sumption Hespital, of Denver, Colo.,
22,000, $100 to Marion 8. Spies. his
nurse, and the balance to the St. Louls
Jewish Home,

The pending suit has been brought
by the Jewish Hospital, of St. Louls,
and Gustave Lippman, plaintiffs, va.
the Jewish Orphan Asyvlum et al, and
ts No. 56673, assigned to Division No.
4 of the St. Louis Circult Court.

On Monday, the 21st of December,
1908, the Commander-in-Chief, with
the Adjutant-General and Comrades
Scott, Armstrong and Cheek, of the
Executlve Committee of the Councll of
Administration, held a meeting in the
office of Comrade Rassieur, in the city
of St. Loula, Mo, Boesides the above
thera were present the Department
Commander and Assistant Adjutant-
General of the Department of Missourl.
At that time such action as had been
taken by the Commander-in-Chlef in
employing Comrade Rassieur to look
after the interests of the Grand Army
of the Republie in this matter was rati-
fied by the Counell, and Comrade Tins-
sieur was retained to look after the
casa and press it to o conclusion. He
wns also directed to employ such coun-
o) 18 he deemed necessary in conduct-
ing the sald suit, provided he felt that
he needed such further counsel

The above Is the status of the case
at the present time.

Bull Fum Battlefield Monuments.

An effort wns made during the last
session of Congress to have some ac-
tion taken in relation to two monu-
ments erccted upon the Bull Run bat-
tlefield. A subcommittes wns appolint-
ed to assist the Military Commitive,
and an effort made 1o get this subcom-
mitiee upon the ground at Bull Ram,
but owing to the press of business in
the last Congress it was found impoasi-
ble to take the matter up, and they
have promised to give this matter con-
gideration at the next zession of Con-
grees, 1 spent one day In golng over
these battlefields. Both of these monu-
ments nesd attention and repadrs. T
refer the Encampment to the report
of the committes upon this subject, and
récommend that this committees bhe con-
tinued because of the fact of their fu-
milinrity with the grounds and what Is
required there.

Tezgislation.

At the last Encampment several res-
olutions were referred to the Commit-
tee on Legislation. As thers s no Com-
mittee on Legislation except the Com-
mittee for Veterans in the Publie Ser-
vice, and there belng a number of these
resolutions, I appointed a Special Com-
mittee on Legislation, consisting of
Comrade Samuel R. Van Bant, of Min-
neapolis, Minn.,, Chairman; Adin B. Ca-
prori, of Rhode Island; fashington
Gariiner, of Michigan; George W,
Cook, of Colorado; N. B. Thistiewood,

| of Illinois, and J. W. C. Hull, of Iowa,

all of whom exeept the Chalrman are
members of Congress, and te this com-
mittee all the resolutions above re-
ferrcd to were sent, ns well a8 many
other matters on the subject of G. A, R.
legislation,

I presume thig committee will report,
cither orally or In writing.

The Blackmar Resolution,

The Commander-in-Chlef, In hls re-
port to the 42d National Encampment,
reported that he learned that Mrs. Gen.
Blackmar had recently donated to our
Order the sum of $1,000, to be used for
the best Interests thercof, and that he
had tendered to her our sincere thanks
for her magnificent gift. He forther
recommended that the Encampment
supplement his action in the premises
by an appropriate resolution. In the
report of the committes appointed upon
the address of the Commander-in-Chlef,
they, among other things, reported as
follows:

“With refercnee to the gift of $1,000
of Mrs, Helen R, Blackmar, widow of
our late Commander-in-Chief, Wilmon
W. Blackmar, 1t gives us more
than - ordinary pleasure to carry
out the suggestions of the Commander-
in-Chief, and to recommend that the
following resolution be adopted by this
Encampment and an engrossed copy
thereof be transmitted to Mrs. Black-
mar as a slight token of appreciation:

“Resolved, Thet the sincere, heartfelt
thanks of the 42d National Encamp-
ment of the Grand Army of the Re-
publie, held at Toledo, O., September,
1908, ba tendered to Mrs. Helen R.

for her munificent gift of

mar
$1,000, whereby she not only manifest-

| Comrades

e;ll her own ge and kindness to
the comrades Order, but forcibly
reminded us O.E.o::u of the affection
and esteem In whieh ner late hugband,
our late Commpnder-#n-Chief, was held
by his comrades and his generous re-
gard for their grelfsre.

“Resolved, That the Adjutant-Gener-
al be directed to have & true copy of
these resolutions properly engrossed
and transmitted to Mrs. Blackmar as
a slight token of gur,appreciation, and
with the information that these reso-
lutions were adopted:unanjmously and
by a rising vote.”

The mandates of .the 42d. National
Encampment §n thig respect have been
carried out. The Adjutant-General
caused the sald resolutions to be en-
grossed in German text In book form,
in three colors of Indla ink., with the
Grand Army badge upon the title page.
The book was lined with white silk
and bound In sealskin.

On Nov. 23, 1908, the Commander-in-
Chief, with the Adjutant-General and
Mrs. Mary L. Gilman, National Presl-
dent of the Woman's Rellef Corps,
called upon Mrs. Blackmar at her resi-
dence in Hingham, Mass., and present-
2d her with said book contalning the
resolutions. Mra. Blackmar was glad,
indeed, to receive such récognition from
the Grand Army of the Republic, and
desired me iv report to this Encamp-
ment her thanks for the resolutions,
saying that she would ever cherish
them in grateful remembrance of the
Grand Army of the Republic.

Gun Metal.

The 42d National Encampment au-
thorized the jincoming administration
to purchase such an amount of gun
metal for badges and buttons as they
may deem necessary.

I called upon Comrade Benjamin F.
Howeil, Congressman from the Third
District of the State of New Jersey,
who offered a joint resolution in Con-
gress, donating u condemmed cannon to
the Grand Army of the Republic for
this use., It was promptly passed and
owing to the excertion of John KHean
and Joseph B. Feraker, Senators, tho
resolution passed the Scoate prompuy,
and was approved - + President of
the Unfted States. ° Lnnomn, We'dg i
ing 1,200 pounds, we: delivered
iz now at the mint, where the b
are made, the only expense (o w2
Grand Army of the Fepublic being the
transportation for the same.

Titles.

I have recelved many letters during
my administration from various De-
partments, Inquiring as to what was
the proper title for a Department Com-
mander, or 4 Post Commander, or oth-
or officera in the Grand Army of the
Republie, as to whether it should be
General, Colpnel, Major or Captain.
And 1 speak of this now becausc 1 have
been confused many times by receiving
letters from distinguished persons and
comrades addressing me as Geueral,
and have been very much embarrissed
at different times in different places by
being Introduced as General.

There Is no military rank attachod to
any member of the Grand Army of the
Republic. The titlgs of General, Col-
onel, Major,Jete., are titles which be-
Iong to men in milltary service. The
Rules and Regulations of the Grand
Army of the Hepublic wisely provide
that the rank or distinction so neces-
sary In active sorvice 1s lald aside in
the Grand Army of the Repablie, and
that all are comrades; that the dis-
tinetion or. names applied to comrades
holding ofMite is distinctly set forth,
namely, thesCommander-in-Chief shall
be called thé Commander-in-Chief; the
Senjor and Junior Viee Commander-in-
Chief shall be ealled Senfor and Junior
Vice Commander-in-Chief; comrades
commanding a Department, Depart-
ment Commander, and Senior and Jo-
nior Viee Department Commander.

ommanding Posts are
rightly mimh’:! Post Commander, Senlor
and. Junior Post Commander.

If we would all pay attention to the
Rules and Regulstions in this respect,
it would save much emlLarrassment snd
confusion,

I earnestly hope that hereafter all
comrades will observe the proper names
to Lz given to the comrades in accord-
anre with positions they hoid In the
Grind Army of the Republic. Gen-
erals as well as drummer boyvs in active
tervice have been  Commanders-in-
Chief of the Grand Army of the Re-
publie,

Ladies of the Woman's Rellef Corps.

Our organization i5s under great ob-
ligation for the services rendered by
its  Auxillary, the Woman's Rellef
Corps, during the past year. Its Na-
tional President has been a most earn-
esl and active worker, and I am ualer
a deep sense of obligntion to her for
counsel, encourngement, advice und
gervices. Bhe has been ready at all
times to listen to my every demand
upon her organization, and has checr-
fully compited with every request and
demand which I have made upon her.

This organization differs from other
ladies® orgunizations from the fact that
the Corps of the organization are at-
tached to the Posts of the Grand Army
of the Republie, and in this way work
together for the common good of our
Order.

Thelr contribution to the Southern
Mawmorial Fund was §1,034.99. They
vontribute sllk flags to the publie
schools, and with their Corps and Di-
partment Patriotie Instructors work in
harmony with the Post and Department
Fatriotic Instructors of the Grand
Army of the Republice,

It wns my good fortune and pleas-
ure o vislt Andersonville Pnark on
Sunday, the 18th of April, 1908, which

had been purchased by the Woman's
Keljef Corps, and upon which they
have oxpended a large amount of

money, and where they have erected o
fine dwelling, the rooins of which uare
furnished by the various Depirtments
of the Woman's Relief Corps, They
have brought the grounds up to a
gplendid state of preservation. They
are well fenced: the dead lnes and
gtockade lines well marked, and the
four forts preserved In thelr patural
staute. The grounds nre lald out In
walks and drives, with beautiful gar-
dens, in the midst of which stands tho
imposing menument of that grand wo-
man, Lizabeth Turner. Providence
Spring bubbles benecath a stone strue-
ture and archway of imposing appear-
ance. Groves of pecan trees have been
planted and are now In bearing, and
the many wells dug by our unfortunate
comrades while: Inmates of Apderson-
ville Prison are still preserved. The
lacdiles of ;the Woman's Rellef Corps
have expended o large amount of
money upon this park in addition to
the purchase price paid therefor. They
now ask the Government to take title
to the same,

The comradea of the Grand Army of
the Roepublic should assist our ladies
In the pagsage of the bill transferring
this park; to the Government. It is
only a few rods distant from the An-
dergonville Cemetery, where repose the
remainsg of 14722 of our unfortunate
comrades who: were confined itn Ander-
sonville Prison, and who were literal-
iy starved: to death there. I recom-
mend that & eommittee be appcinted
to assist the ladles in the passage of
such a billL

The records show that during the
month of August a comrade yiclded up
his life every 221 minutea,

The Woman's Reliet Corps was or-
ganized at Denver, Colo.,, with 45 char-
ter members, and they have grown
thruout the various Departments, and
are attached to the various Posts of
the Departments, and mnow number
over 165,000 loyal women. The rec-
ords show that they have expended for
the comrades of the Grand Army of
the Republie, the widows and orphans
of those who have fallen in varlous
ways nearly four millions of Jollars

R

w4 | during the pas. year, at many Camp-

arate, distinct and indspendent organ-
Ization by themselves,

They were organized at Guthrie, Me,,
fn the year 1885 and have grown to
be a very strong organizatios.. Under
the wise leadership of their most es-
teemed National President they have
added many Clrcles to thelr Order. My
every request upon this orgasizatien
during the past vear has been cheer-
fully complied with, and they contrib-
uted $295.88 to the Southern Memorial
Fund and have rendered wvaluable as-
sistance to our Order in many ways—
in the public schools, assisting at me-
morial services, and in the large sums
donated to Homes for the aged vet-
erans and thelr families, to the Memo-
rial University of Iowa and many other
charities. They have merited our con-
sideration and are entitled to receive
our acknowledgment and thanks. To
its Naticnal President I am under last-
ing obligations for an active, carnest
and hearty support.

Daughters of Veterans.

This organization, as is stated by its
name, is composed of our own daugh-
ters. It originated with five girls on a
Memorial Day in 1885, after they had
returned from a cemetery where they
had taken part in the Memorial exer-
ciges, and at Quiney, IlL, in 1880, with
194 members they organized a National
Department, altho they had at that
time the sum of only $32.85 in their
treasury. Their growth has been steady,
and at the 20th National Encampment
of the Grand Army of the Republie,
hald Iin Chicago, IlL, a cordial welcome
was extended to the Daughters of Vet-
arans, and all Departments and Posts
were requested to accept their services.
The Tents take great interest [n the
Soldiers’ Hoemes, where frequent visits
are made and entertainments given. At
the home at Chelsea, Mass, the Massa-
chusetts Department supplies the needs
In & ward of 28 beds, which Is named
“The Daughters of Veterans' Ward.”

Thi=s organization has grown until it
has become a strong one, and under
the wise leadership of thelr accom-
plished and energetic Natlonal Presi-
dent their growth has been phenome-
ral during the past year.

I have met with them many times

firee and Reun'ons, and I find these
Tents of Daugh'ern nusing thelr utmost
endeavors to wak: he entertainments
of the Posts su “Tul by their work,
care and attent! They are our own
daughters, broug... up by ourselves,
in the work of patriotic dutles, and
they should reeceive our most hearty
encouragement.

It has been my pleasure to consult
with the National President of this
organization at different times. They
are proud of the fact that they are
Daughters of Veterans, and many of
them belong to the Woman's Rellef
Corps and the Ladies of the G, A. R,
and they are in hearty accord and
sympathy with both organizations. They
contribute entertainments and comfort
to the Posts. Thelr contributions and
visiiationg to the Soldiers’ Homes and
contributions to the Memorial Univer-
sity of Towa are liberal. They ara des-
tined within a few years of being the
great patriotle woman's organization of
the land.

Sons of Velerans,

I have given much thought ant at-
tention to this organization during the |
past vear. They were frst orgo !
as a Cadet Corps, Avug. 27, 1873 &
meeting of Anna M. Hosa Post, . Gh
A. R., of Philadelphia, Pa. Other Corps

vivors of the two armies, upon AI: ""‘lt]
oceasions, 1 feel that it must always T'ti
by them ns American citizens and u
ed with the one objent and alim of pre-
serving and perpatuating the Govern-
ment of our fathers—under the ane
Flag, the Flag of Waahington—th= Flag
which never has and never will brook
defeat. And that upon such occasions
no so-called flag, which never had a
legal existence, should cast even a shad-
ow upon its glimmering folds as it
floats in the blue azure of heaven.
Resolutions of this character wiil un-
doubtedly be presented to this Encamp-
ment for your consideration, and 1 in-
vite your careful attention to the same,

Flag Day.

T have learned with great pleasure
that Flag Day was olbserved this year
more universally than heretofore and
that the importance of Flag Day Is be-
ing more carefully considered than in
years gone by, Fiags woere displayed
on Fiag Day at the Post rooms, on pub-
lic and private buildings, and in many
instances the day was observed with
appropriate exercises suitable for the
day and oceaslon.

It is to be hoped that this observance
of Flag Day and the honoring of the
Flag will grow In interest and in deep
appreciation of the Flag as the years
go by.

The Stephenson Memorial Monument.

Pursuant to a resolution of the 424
National Encampment and also pur-
suant to General Orders No. 9 of the
Commander-in-Chlef, the Stephenson
Memorial Monument was dedicated to
the public at Washington, D. C, on Sat-
urday, July 3, 1909, in the presence of
comrades of the Grand Army of the
Republic assembled, pursuant to Gen-
eral Orders No, 9, members of the Sen-
ate, House of Representatives and the

publie.
Order of Exercises.

The assemblage was called to order
by Charles A. Partridge, Chalrman of
the Stephenson G. A. R. Memorlal Com-
tmittee, who introduced Comrade Wm.
Warner. Past Commander-in-Chief of
the Grand Army of the Republic, as
presiding officer.

Invecation by the Rev. John Fletcher
Spence, D. D,, Chaplain-in-Chief, Grand
Army of the Republie.

Presentation of the memorial to the
Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army
of the Republic by Comrade Louls
Wagner, Treasurer of the Stephenson
G. A R. Memorial Committee.

Acceplance of and presentation to
the United States by the Commander-
In-Chief, Grand Army of the Republic,

Unvaillng of the memorial by Mrs.
Grace Ross Van Castecl.

Address by the President,

Presentation of the sculptor, J, Mas-
sey Rhind.

Address, “The Enlisted Man." by
Hon. J. Hampton Moore, M. C., of
Pennsylvania.

Benediction by the Rev. Henry C.
Couden, 1. D,

Parade by detachment of the Army,
Navy and Marine Corps and District
Militia. * Maj.-Gen. W. W. Wotherspoon,
U. 8, Army, Grand Marahni; Maj. 8. D.
Sturgis, U. 5. Army, Chief of Staff.

Appropriate musle by Mrs. Anna
Grant Fugitt, accompanied by the U. 8.
Marine Band.

The committee on erection of a statue
in honor ¢f Benjamin F. Stephenson.
founder of the Grand Army of the Re-
publie, having labored long and earn-
estly, untiringly, but most effectually,
and having performed their duty most
satisfactorily, and their Trensurer hav-

were urgnnized. Afterwards their nama
was changed to Sons ¢f Veterans, and
Camps and Divisions were formed lni
different Departments. Finally, in 1886,
all of the Divisions of the various De-
partments were consolidated under the
title of Bons of Velerans, U. 8. A., and
they have grown to be a strong organ-
ization. -

They are not. nor do they aspire to
he, Grand Army men. They did not
shoulder the musket nor stand on the
firing line, but as sons of veterans they
also desire to aid and assist the Grand
Army of the Republic in every way
possible during the lifetime or as long
a8 the Grand Army of the Republic
shall exist. and that then, as sons of
veterans, they may emulate the exam-
ple sct them by thefr fathers and stand
forth as an organization with the proud
bonst that they are the sons of veler-
ans.

I have visited several of these Camps
in various Departments during thi> past
year, and find that they are doing good
work in inculeating the spirit of pa-
triotism. One of the chief fims of
their Order Is to teach truthful Ameri-
can history, and inculcate the principle
of true patriotlsm. The teaching of
patriotism Is just as cssential now as
when Hs principles were first Inculeat-
ed by our forefathers, Great prob-
lems, affecting the welfare of the Re-
public, are constantly arising, and the
rightful solution of which devolves
mainly upon the truly patriotic eitizen-
ship of our land. When the Grand
Army shall have pas<ed away our sons
will be left to perpetuate the memory
of their futhers and thelr service and
the maintenance of the Union. They
now number about 40,000, T have had
several conferences during the past
vear with their Commander-in-Chief,
Fdgar Allen, Jr., who is a son of the
lute Fdgar Allen, of Co. M, Tth Mich.
Cav., nnd who in 1886 was Junior Vice
Commander-in-Chisf of our organiza-
tlon. They are spending thousands of |
dollars vearly in charitable works. They |
are erecting and caring for monumenis
to the valor and memory of the old
soldiere. They are earrying on a fine
universily at Mason City, Iown, which
was dedicated by them to the Jjoyal
men and women of the eivil war, and|
they propose to erect in the city nr’
Washington, D. ©., a memorial hall |
for the use and benefit of the Grand
Army of the Republlie und as a monu-
ment to their memory.

I recommend that the organization
of the Bons of Vetsrans be invited to
hold their Annual National Encamp-
ments at the same time and placo as
the Encampments of the Grand Army
of the Republie, not that they may
thke part with us in our Encampment
aud deliberations, but that the repre-
sentative men of their organization
may come in contact with the repre-
sontative men of the Grand Army of
the IRtepublic at least once in each yvear,
and that there may be a better nunder-
sfnndmg between the two organiza-
tions.

The Blue and the Gray.

I have been approached muny times
during the past year and have recelved
many communieations from members
of the Grand Army of the Ezpublic and
our late opponents, United Confederate
Veterans, in relation to Reunions of
the two organizations, the erection of
twin monuments upon the battlefields,
union services upon Memorial Day and
other matters of like kind.

I did not hesitate, as (he ropresenta-
tive of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lie, in objecting to twin monuments
upon the battiefields, the one to the
Hiue and the other to the Gray. In ai
other matieras of this character I have
suggested and recommerded that ques-
tlons of this kind should be submitted
to the Grand Army of the Republic at
ita Encampments by way of resolui’cn
or otherwise.

One of thesa questions s a Reunlon
of the G. A. R. and the U. C V. for
1910 at Washington, 1. C., strongls
urged by comrades of the Grand Ar
of the Republic and the United Con-
federate Veterans, and this Reunion
has been strongly urged and recom-
mended by comrades and the press of
the Northwest. Apother is by tlie sur-
vivors of tho Philade!b>hia Brigade of
the Grand Army of the Republic and
the survivors of Picketi's Division fer
2 Reunion of the two armles at Gettys-
burg on the B0th anniversary of the
battle of Gettysborg upon that historic
ground in the year 1918,

To these suggestions and others 1
have been :}mﬂd to binding the
Grand the Republic, and while

Army.
I am in favor of Reunions by the sur-

ing the funds In hand to pay for sa'd

|monument upon Its completion, with a |

sufficlent balance to defray almost all
of the expenses of unvalling and the
roper dedication of the same, are en-
titled to the thanks of this Encamp-
ment, and I recommend that a suitable
resolution to that end be passed.

And the thanks of this Encampment
are due to Comrade Thomas 8. Hop-
ing, Past Commander of the Depart-
ment of the Potomae, . A. R.. who
wis selected, by the committee, Chair- |
man of a committee to make the neces-
sary arrangoments for the unvalling
and dedication of sald monument, un-
der the direction of the Commander-in-
Chief. He, by his untiring energy, rare
skill and good judgment, performed his
duties In a most satisfactory manncr,
all of the details in regard to the un-
valling and dedication being perfect,
I recommensd that the thanks of this
Encampment be extended to Comrade

Thomas 8, Hopkins,

The monument is of granite, with the
Grand Army badge, showing the ob-
verse and reverse sides; upon one side
of the panel is the profile of Dr. Bend.
F. Stephenson, in bold relief in bronze.
The monument is triangulur in shape,
and upon each of the three sldes are
large, handsome bronze figures, one
representing Fraternity, one Charity,
and the other Loyalty. The monument
itself is 40 feet high above its base,
and Is a work of art and beauty—a
credit to the committee, to the seulptor,
to the Grand Army of the Republie,
and an honor to the memory of the
founder of our organization.

Conclusion,

In conclusion, I desire to say that
this year has been the most memoranble
and most pleasant of my whole life.
I have been greeted everywhere by the
comrades and others with the greatest
cordiality, and the pleasure which has
inured to me in meeting with the com-
rades of the many Departments and
the exchanging of fraternal greetings
with old comrades in arms has much
more than compensated me for the
financlal cost of travel, and, while I
have not drawn upon the fund set apart
for me by the Executlve Committee of
the Couneil of Administration, I do
nat wish or desire my successors In of-
fice for one moment to consider that it
was that T might establish a precedent.

It is my great pleasure to give, and

do desire that this Encampment re-
c¢elve the money now in the Grand
Army Fund, and so voted to me s
aforesald, as a gift and bequest to the
Grand Army of the Republie, and that
they veceive the same now, rather than
walt untll my decease, when, as a be-
guest, It might not be needed.

I desire to express to my Adjutant-
General my sincere thanks not only for
the careful and efficient maunner in
which he has performed his duties, hut
also for his many acts of kindnesa and
attention to me during the recent
months of my administration.

I also desire to express my thanks
to the Quartermaster-General for the
very efficient manner in which ne has
performed his duty under the most
painfal eircumstances, having lost three
members of his family during the years
and two within 90 days of ench other,
the last being his heloved wite, and
during this afliction he has maintained
a Christian fortitude most sublime. I
ask the sympathles of this Encampment
for him in his deep afiction,

I need not, in this presence, enter
into the detalls of the splendid, hearty
co-operation and support of the elective
and appointive officers of this adminis-
tration, including the members of the
stalf and all comrades of the Grand
Army of the Republic. My relations
with all of them and each of them have
been of the most cordial and confiden-
tial character, and most harmonious,
and each and every one has done all
In his power to make this administra-
tlon a succi=sful one. And I desire to
extend to all publicly this expression
of sincere gratitude. Each and every

my |one of them have been faithful to the

honor conferred upon them and the
trust reposed In them. May the close
relations which have existed between
us remain unbroken forever,

And, now, comrades, 1 am not going
to say good-by nor farewelil, but after 1
shall have presided over this Encamp-
ment I will return to the ranks from
whenece you called me, and there agnin
take my place, and while life and health
shall last continue in the performance
of my duty as a comrade In the neces-
sary work and pleasure of upbuildinz,
maintaining and preserving this .Erand
organization, the Grand the
Repu Army

ANSS
CORRESTONDENTS.

A Word to Correspondents.

Please do not write on both sides of your
letter paper. Sigu your full name, (not neees.
sarfly for publisstion,) amd wriie it and all
woper names very dlatinetly. Do not ab-
revinte your words, Give your postoflice and
State. We get letters occasionally ln which
either the name or postollice gddress bas
been overlooked. Do not mix business gues-
tlons amd eorrempoudence. Use aepamts
sheotn of paper. All letters will be given
, t attention, ether by mall or in The
~ational Tribune.

W. M., Patriot, Ind.: Thousands of
speeial or private pension bills are ine
troduced &t each session of Congress,
Those who are successful in guetting
thelr names on the bills that go thru
are soon notified of their good luelk,
while the others wait unless they make
personal inguiry of their Congressman,
who usually knows of the fate attending
any of hls own bills.

A. C. T., Girard, Pa.;: There are vari-
ous kinds of soils In Florida. The zandy
loam seems to be the one best adapted
to general purposes. The muck soil is
black and formed of decayed vegeta-
tion. In a bulletin lately issuel by
Prof. H. W. Blair, of the State Expéri-
ment Station at Gainesville, Fla., he
says: “Muck sofla are genemally acld
or sgour, and this acidity must be cor-
rected before they will be productive,
Muck soils often contaln substances
that are Injurfous and even polaonous
to culfivated piants.” He further adds
that by deep cultivation these polson-
ous substnnces can be exposed to the
alt and oxidized and to a considerabla
extent destroyved. It takes much more
Iabor to handle muck solls than any of
the others. While muck soils are rich
in nitrogen. yet experience has shown
that they require nitrogenous fertiliz-
ers. The sandy loams respond quicker
to intetligent cultivation than the muck
varieties, and intelligence can keep
them in order. It was the experience
of Western farmers to begin in the
muek sofls on the river bottoms and
leave the higher prairie lands to less
fortunate people Iater, and now the
prairie land s preferred for general
farm usefulneas,

J. L. M., Troy, Me.: Sectlon 170 of
Laws Governing Elect’sns In Florida
says:

Who Are Qualified Electors.—Every
maie person of the age of 21 yvears and
upwards that shall at the tima of regis-
tration be a citizen of the United States,
and shall have resided and had his hab-
itation, domiclle, home and place of
permanent abode In Florida for one
year, and in the County for six months,
shall, If otherwize qualificd according
to law in soch County, be deemed a
qualified elector at all elections under
the Constitution. Naturalized cltjzens
of the United States, at the time of and
befors registration, shall produce to
the registration officer thelr certificates
of naturalization or duly certified coples
thercof, and shall make oath that they
are the (dentical persons named in such
certificales, before they shall be allowed
to rogister:

Provided, That the following classes
of persons shall be not entitled to vote:

1. Persons not duly registered accord-
ing to law.

2. Persons under guardianship, in-
cluding those kept In or confined In any
public prison.

3. Perstons who are insane or idiotle.

4. Persons who may have been con-
victed of felony by any court of recorl.

5. Peraons who may have heen con-
victed of bribery, perjury or larceny, or
of any infamous erime In any court of
this State, or any other State, or inter-
ested in any bet or wager, the résult of
which shall depend upon any election,
or that shall hereafter fight a duel, or
send, knowingly carry or accept a chale
Ienge to fight, oy that skall be a second
to either party, or that shall be the
bearer of such a challenge or accepts
ance; but the legal disability shall not
acerue until after trial and conviction
bty due form of law.

6. No person shall be permitted to
vote at an election who shall have
failed to pay, at least on or belore the
recond Saturday in the month preceding
the day of such election, his poll taxes
for the two vears next preceding the
year in which suech election shall be
held; provided, that no person shall be
prevented f{rom voting on aeccount of
nat having =0 paid a poll tax for any
year which shall not have been lawfully
amseasable against Him by reason of his
not having been of age, or having been
over 55 years of age, or who has lost a
Iimb in battle, and who shall have pro-
cured and shail exhibit the certificate
of the Supervisor of Registration to that
effect as hereinafter provided for: pro-
vided, that no person who has not been
In this State one year previous to any
general election shall be required to pay
more than one year's poll taxes

The Sist 1.

Editor WNatlonal Tribune: Please
Five a briel history of the 81st TIl., of
which my grandfather was Colonel and
lost his lifs in the assaplt at Viecks-
burg.—Ida M, Smith, 1113 Sguth Sau-
tofe St., Chanute, Kan.

The Rist TIl. was organized at Camp
Anna, Aug. 26, 1862, and finally mus-
tered out Aug. 5, 1865. Col S Lo
Campbell resizgned and Lieut.-Col, A. W,
Rogers was in command of the regi-
ment when it was mustered out. The
£1st 1iL belonged to Lanman’s Division,
Seventecnth Corps, and lost T4 killed
in battle and 295 died from disease_ in
prison, elc.—Editor Nativnal Tribune.

The 39th N, Y.

Editor National Tribune: Will yon
kindly give a short history of the 39th
N. Y., known as the Garibaldi Guard—
Comrade Eichele, Weehawken, N. J.

The 39th N. Y., called also the Gari-
baldl Guard, was organized at Wash-
ington, May 28, 1861, and finally mus-
tered out July 1, 1865. Col. Frederick
. D'Utassy was dismissed and Col.
Augustus Funk was in command when
the regiment was mustered out. The
regiment belonged to the Second Corpas
and lost 115 killed and 159 died from
diseage, [mprisonment, ete. — Editor
National Tribune.

The 39th Ind.

Editor National Tribune: Pleasa give
u history of the 30th Iud.—Jacob W. Mil-
ler, Bloomington, Ind.

The 39th Ind. was orgnnized at Indian-
apolis, Aug, 20, 1861, and its designation
changed to the Sth Ind. Cav. in October,
18, Two more companies were or-
ganized in 1564 to complete the regiment
as a cavalry organization. Col, Thomas J,
Harrison was brevetted Genersl and Col
Fielder A. Jones was in command of tha
regiment when it was mustered ont July
20, 185, The Sth Ind. Cav. lost 147
men killed in battle and 251 died from
disense, in prison, etc.—Editor National
Tribune,

The 187th Pa.

Editor Natlonal Tribune: WIIl you
please give me a brief history of the
187th Pa.—C. C. Dodge, Lebam, Wash-
ington.

The 187th Pa. way organized at Phil-
adelphia from Marel 3, 1864, and mus-
tered out Auvg. 3, 1565. (Col John E.
Parsons commanded during its serviea.
It belonged to the Fifth Corps and

lost 66 kililed and 70 died from dis-
case, in prison, ete. — Editor National
Tribune.

Free Asthma and PFay Fever Cure.
D. J. Lape, a chemlst at 118 Lane Blig,
St. Mary's, Kan., manufactures n rémedy for
Asthma and Husy Fever in which he has zo
wach ebafidence that he sends a $1 bottle
to anyoue who will write for it. His offer
Is that he is to be Ir.ld for it If 1t eures,
and the one taking treatwent 18 to be
the judge.




